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<Abstract>

A Logical Critique of the Deductive-Inductive Distinction
in Middle School Korean Language Textbooks

Choi, Hoon

Logic textbooks, with a few exceptions, define deduction as an
argument in which the conclusion necessarily follows from the premises
assumed to be true, and induction as an argument in Wwhich the
conclusion plausibly follows from the premises assumed to be true.
However, the Standard Korean Dictionary defines deduction as reasoning
from general facts or principles to individual facts or other more
specialized principles, and induction as the derivation of general and
universal propositions and laws from individual specialized facts or
principles. Current third—grade Korean language textbooks for middle
school define deduction and induction in the same manner as in the
Standard Korean Dictionary. In this paper, I call the deductive and
inductive definitions of logic ‘“necessary-plausible definition” and the
definitions of the Standard Korean Dictionary and middle school
texthbooks “general-special definition” and argue that the general-special
definition is wrong. In Section 2, I examine how middle school
textbooks define deduction and induction in detail. In Section 3, I trace
the origins of the general-special definition, which is not actually used
in logic. It is said to have roots in Aristotle, but I argue that this is a
misunderstanding. Section 4 explains why general-specific definitions are

problematic. More fundamentally, in Section 5, I examine whether the
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induction—deduction distinction is necessary for teaching argumentation
and conclude with skepticism, and in the conclusion, I propose an

alternative way of teaching argumentation.

<Key words> deduction, induction, textbook, necessary, plausible, general, special






